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WORDS OF
THE CHAIRMAN

O

n March 14th of 2016, Profamilia turned 50 years
from the time of its creation. Since then, millions
of men and women have received some kind of
service of sexual and reproductive health in the
offices of the clinics of Profamilia.

And although these memories account for
the work done in 2015, we must highlight such
a special anniversary, which reminds us of the
work done and the goals achieved, and that it encourages us to keep
moving forward.
In 1966, the 31 years of Trujillo’s dictatorship were still fresh in the
collective conscience of the Dominican Republic and it was only 11
months since the civil war and the military intervention of the United
States in April of 1965.
Gender issues, sexuality, family planning, access to contraceptive
services, the relationship between population growth and development
constituted topics absent from the debate between professionals,
politicians, congressmen, authorities and society in general.
Nowadays, things have changed for the better on the basis of
sustained work, and although we are aware of the fact that there is
a lot of work left to do before reaching new conquests and keep the
achieved ones, there is no doubt that, in some aspects, the country
has progressed: for example, women do not give birth to an average
of 7.5 children as it was in 1966, since the average has decreased to
2.5 children per woman.
To rescue all the work done by Profamilia in these 50 years, we
edited the book: “Profamilia: 50 years of change”, in which we tell our
trajectory from 1966 until today.
In the following pages, we will show some fragments of the historical
memoir through a photo gallery that conveys a small part of our
pass through time; afterwards an infographic with the important
achievements of its five decades to then move to the testimonial of
Mrs. Petronila Sosa, one of the users (and promoter) who has been
linked to Profamilia the longest.

Gender issues, sexuality, family planning, access to contraceptive
services, the relationship between population growth and development
constituted topics absent from the debate between professionals,
politicians, congressmen, authorities and society in general.
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Profamilia in 2015
A source of pride and satisfaction for the whole team that integrates
Profamilia, are the results of a satisfaction survey applied in all six
Profamilia clinics: 96.4% of the users interviewed in the clinics affirmed
to be satisfied with the attention received; 97.1% declared to have ‘‘a
lot’’ of trust with the health provider who attended them, and 99.3%
affirmed to have had access to all the services needed.
This high level of satisfaction also reveals the reason behind the
loyalty of the users to the services provided by Profamilia, which is,
without a doubt, one of the strengths of the institution. These numbers
also reflect that new people attend our clinics looking for quality
services offered with warmth.
In 2015 Profamilia offered almost a million services: 994,377 (which
represents a 10% increase in relation to 2014); from these, 548,187
were in sexual and reproductive health and 396,190 of other medical
specialties.
Through the Mobile Medical Unit (UMS for its acronym in Spanish),
which visits 32 communities of the provinces of San Cristobal,
Province of Santo Domingo, and Monte Plata along with the Medical
Community Team (EMB for its acronym in Spanish), which reaches
12 communities of Santo Domingo North, Santo Domingo West and
National District, Profamilia offered 17,609 direct services of family
planning, gynecology and detection of Sexual Transmitted Infections
(STIs). Also 7,810 people were beneficiaries of services for timely
detection of cervical and breast cancer, obstetric care, and family
medicine.

task of monitoring and pressing so the electoral speeches of the last
presidential campaign had a greater commitment with human rights,
including sexual and reproductive rights.
In 2015, the Board of Directors approved the new Strategic Plan
Profamilia 2016-2022. For the elaboration of this document which
will guide the actions of the institutions for the next six years, a team
exhausted a process that included the systematization and evaluation
of the achievements of the Strategic Plan 2009-2015; a SWOT
analysis; external consultations with donors, other Non-Governmental
Organizations, governmental institutions, community leaders, users of
the services and youth; also, several sessions of strategic thinking
with managers and project directors.
The Board of Directors discussed and approved said plan in
November, 2015. At the same time, the drafting of the Strategic Plan
of Implementation 2016-2019 was started, including the expected
results and strategic actions of each objective.
All the work done in 2015 was accompanied, as per tradition, by a
scrupulous general and financial management which was certified in
the unqualified opinion of our external auditors.
We invite you to continue to read this Annual Memoir so you get to
know the goals accomplished within the Social, Marketing and Health
plans in 2015.
We are an institution that evolves in line with the times and responds
and will continue to respond to the needs of the Dominican society.

By the same token, 7,182 people living under the poverty line
received 21,170 clinical services and contraceptive products free of
charge.
In the clinics Evangelina Rodríguez, in Santo Domingo and Rosa
Cisneros, in Santiago, were provided 1,367 services to 1,252 people
living with HIV; of these, 974 (76%) received treatment with antiretroviral
and 278 are given follow up.

Francisco Álvarez Valdez

One of our accomplishments in 2015 was the increase in the number
of youth and adolescents who had access to information and services
on sexual and reproductive health, going from 19,276 in 2014 to
28,431 in 2015.
In the political order, representatives of Profamilia participated in
four formative meetings with specialized committees in the House
of Representatives regarding topics related to sexual health and
reproductive health, in which we emphasized the role of the Congress
on these topics in order to reduce the manifestations, causes and
consequences of existing inequalities.
Also Profamilia established new alliances with a group of
organizations (clustered under the name of PolétikaRD) which had the
PROFAMILIA ANNUAL MEMOIR 2015 5
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1

First meeting of the rising Profamilia. 1966: from left to right:
Ofelia Mendoza, senior IPPF official; Pastor Donald Dodd,
founder of Profamilia and his wife Anabel Dodd. Facing
backwards, reverend Alejandro Figueroa.

2
Ecumenical act to bless the first offices of Profamilia located at 30 de Marzo Street, No. 52. Leading the activity
Príamo Tejada, of the Catholic Church and reverend Alejandro Figueroa, of the Dominican Evangelical Church.
In the picture, also Gladys de los Santos, assistant secretary of the former Public Health office, Matilde de los
Santos, Epidemiology director in the Public Health Office, now Ministry of Public Health

3

6

The first executive director of Profamilia, Dr. Orestes Cucurullo, presides
over the first meeting of the executive board in a public act. From left to
right: doctor Vinicio Calventi; Bolivar Báez, Gladys de los Santos and
reverend Alejandro Figueroa.

PROFAMILIA

4

Since its beginnings, education has been a fundamental part of Profamilia’s work. This
picture, dated to the 1970’s, illustrates the development of a class on sexual education and
contraception facilitated by Dr. Francisco Alvarez.

5

7

Conference on population and family planning with Dr. Benjamín Viel, Regional Director
of the International Federation for Family Planning (IPPF), year 1975.

6
1969: first anniversary of the Profamilia clinic Evangelina Rodríguez. Some of the
people who appear in the picture are: Dr. Frank Alvarez, Iraida García, Emma Mota,
Gisela Blonda, Mirian Mejia, Irina Mota, Victor Montes de Oca y Frank Reyes.

Staff of Biomedical Research and the clinic Evangelina Rodríguez poses for this picture of
the decade of the 1970’s: Vivian Brache, Ana Sofía Tejada, Teolinda Cava, Sorangela Peña
–Motica- y Adelaida Frías.

8
In the decade of 1970 Profamilia created the Radio School on Family Planning
(EREF), providing informal education through the radio. In the picture: Magaly
Caram gives a radio to a woman of the rural area of Santiago.
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9

Bienvenida Bobadilla, Director of Finance and Administration, explains the use of data forms to
health promoters.

10
11

This old house located in Socorro Sánchez
Street, No. 64, was the home of Profamilia
from 1976 to 1994.

12
8

PROFAMILIA

Population and sexual education are the topics that have shaped
the raison d’etre of Profamilia. In the picture (dated to the 1970’s),
Magaly Caram, Director of Education of Profamilia, Martha Beato,
Francisca Ferreira, Rodolfo Coiscou entre otros.

The topics of divorce and family were very important for the
Dominican society during the 1980’s. Profamilia promoted the
creation of spaces of discussions on these and other topics of
interest for society.

13

15

Press conference for the presentation of a study on employment and education,
done by the Institute of Population Studies and Development (IEPD for its
acronym in Spanish), in the decade of the 1980’s. From left to right: Miriam
Díaz, Bienvenida Bobadilla, Mu Yieng Sang de Suárez, Isis Duarte, Nelson
Ramírez and Milqueya Portes.

It was 1984: Profamilia arrives to Santiago with a medical dispensary
located in the former Antituberculosis Institute, now Ministry.

16

14

In 1963, Profamilia, participated along with international organizations,
in the work groups of the “International Conference on Voluntary Female
Sterilization. ” In the picture, Gianna Sangiovanni among others.

Staff meeting of the clinic Rosa Cisneros with communitary techniques of the North
Region, in 1994. Standing, in the picture, Carmen Esther Espaillat –Susana-, sitting,
left to right Genoveva Contreras, Yolanda Martínez, Mariana Santos, Daniela de la
Rocha and Nilda Ramona Guzmán (deceased).
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PROFAMILIA
MILESTONES
Breaking the culture of
silence. The institution is
focused in breaking the silence
surrounding procreation
first and subsequently about
sexuality and the recognition of
women’s rights.

01

Community work. A brave
group of promoters without
many tools, and only with
the interest of delivering
information, would go across
cities and rural areas talking
about family planning and
distributing contraceptives.

Contribution to the
reduction of the fertility
rate. From an average of
7.5 children per woman in
1965, nowadays the country
moves to 2.5 children per
woman.

02

03

Origins. (March 14th, 1966).
Our country is absorbed in the
political and social process
posterior to the dictatorship.
There are strong evidences of
authoritarianism, the man is
the indisputable head of the
household, who decides and
acts. Families have as many
children as God wants.

04

Contraceptives and
family planning. The
approach, treatment and
positioning regarding the
topic of family planning
became evident, along with
its analysis, discussion,
and awareness in the
individual and society.

05

06

Contributions to
social change.
Accompanies Dominican
society in its different
evolution stages at the
vanguard to shed light on
topics of social change.
social.

2.5%

7.5%
Institute of Population and
Development Studies (IEPD
for its acronym in Spanish).
Established in 1982, with the interest
of raising awareness about the
relationship between the behavior
of the population and development.
Their research constituted an input for
the adoption of policies and planning
of population and development.

13
Sociodemographic
investigations. From its
beginnings, Profamilia based
its work, projects and actions
in research. This is one of
the transversal axes of the
institution.

10 PROFAMILIA

14

Service Delivery Network. Services
start with start with the Model Clinic.
Nowadays, the service offering becomes
operative through six clinics nationwide
(clinic Evangelina Rodríguez, Sabana
Perdida and Herrera in Santo Domingo;
Rosa Cisneros and Camboya in Santiago
and the clinic San Francisco de Macorís,
in the city of the same name), a Mobile
Unit and a Community Medical Team.

Biomedical investigations.
Has dedicated more than 40
years to studies and clinical
investigations in reproductive
health, fulfilling the role of
contributing to the development
of new, trustworthy, and safe
contraceptive technologies which
are also highly effective.

15
Documentation Center. For
many years, Profamilia was
a model of compilation and
organization within the topic of
population and a must-visit place
for intellectuals, educators, and
students of the country

16

17
Committee of Institutional Ethic.
In the internal aspect, the existence of
a solid Institutional Ethic Committee
has been determinant, along with
the receptivity to the suggestions
on behalf of monitors and auditors
who are responsible for the quality
of the data, and also the motivation,
dedication and effort of the
investigators in achieving excellence,
demonstrating through the years a
great sense of teamwork.

18

Training on contraception for the
Ministry of Public Health’s staff.
With the Model Clinic, doctors and
nurses were trained in family planning
to be the model adopted by the
government in all of its hospitals.

07

08

Birth of the Model Clinic
of Family Planning.
Created in 1968, offered
family planning services,
regular checkups, Pap
smears, and distribution of
contraceptives. It was jointly
administrated by Profamilia
and the state’s National
Council of Population and
Family (CONAPOFA according
to its initials in Spanish).

09

10

High-quality norms and
protocols in medical
care. Services are based in
the establishment of norms
and quality protocols for the
provision of clinical services,
approved by the National
Norms of the Ministry of
Public Health.

12

Amicable services
for youth. Leader in
the development and
execution of and sexual
and reproductive health
programs geared towards
the youth population.

Monitoring and
Evaluation (M&E).
Creation of a system
of monitoring and
evaluation which
includes the application
of satisfaction surveys.

20

11
World conferences. In 1974,
the World Population Conference,
in Bucharest, changes their
focus in population and links
it to development. From there,
Profamilia manages to put into
operation all the conceptualization
of the Conference and applying it
to the reality of the country, in its
actions and institutional services.

Radio School of
Family Planning (EREF
according to its initials
in Spanish) ‘towards a
new family’. Founded
in June 1, 1972, it was an
educative radio magazine
which delivered information
of practical use. It was
considered a role model for
Latin America.

19

First change of image. In
the early 1980’s, the acronym
ADPBF was changed for
Profamilia and a representative
logo of the institution was
created.

Education, present in all stages.
Education has been the stepping stone
in which Profamilia has based its work
within the frame of the respect for
human rights.

21
Program of attention to
people living with HIV. The
results placed Profamilia as
a management model in the
attention to people with HIV,
especially because of their
efforts to eliminate stigma and
discrimination in their service
and for the high adherence to
the treatment.

22

Sexual education program
for youth. Promotes the
development of public policies
that recognize and ensure
the exercise of youth and
adolescent’s rights regarding
sexuality.

23

24

Integrated Health in
the clinical program.
Development of integrated
strategies in the offering of
services.

Hablemos Handbook, Sexual Education
for Youth. First released in 1984, it is
identified as a guide for young multipliers
volunteers of the Center of Adolescents, and it
is highlighted that it is the first document of its
kind in the country that manages to homogenize
sexual education.

25
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PROFAMILIA
MILESTONES
Incorporation of the topics
of gender and genderbased violence. Successful
and innovative interventions of
prevention, detection, attention
and advocacy regarding the
violence based on gender and
domestic violence.

Creation of a network of
associated clinics. In 1987,
were created the associated
clinics to satisfy the need for
information and services of
family planning.

26

27

28

Accountability. Evidences
the integrity in the execution of
its funding, both for local and
international donors. Each year,
Profamilia publishes its memoires
which includes the accountability
to audited accounts, placed to the
disposition of the public through our
website.

38
Financial sustainability.
From being an organization that
relied on international donations,
it went to being an institution that
has achieved several advances
in the quest for financial
sustainability, efficiency, efficacy,
opportunity, planning, technology
and quality.

12 PROFAMILIA

29

39

30

New change of image. In 2004
started the consultations for a new
change of image, which would
overcome the image of being an
organization for family planning, to
include integrated health and the
concept of sexual and reproductive
rights as human rights.

40
Separation and respect
of institutional roles. The
Executive Management, as
the highest management and
administrative authority, watches
over the compliance of the
policies, plans and decisions
emanated from the assemblies
and Board of Directors, as it is
stated in the statutes.

31

Attention to infertile
couples. It is part of the
diversification of services of
the clinical program, in order
to provide affordable services
to couples struggling to have
children.

Services of sexual health
and reproductive health
Offer of services of sexual
health and reproductive health
in a context of integrated health
and a rights-based perspective.

Peer-training for youth and
adolescents. Strategy of great
success, where trained youth
deliver information to their peers,
demonstrating to be an effective
strategy.

Social Marketing. The
institution is a pioneer in the
marketing of products and
contraceptive services, in
order to satisfy the demand
and increase the access of the
population to a lesser cost.
Marketing own brands through
traditional and non-traditional
channels.

41

Penal Code: legalization of
abortion on three exceptions.
Advocacy for the legalization of
abortion on three exceptions: when
the woman’s life is at risk; in case
of rape or incest or when the fetus
is unviable.

42
Sexual and reproductive rights,
the campaign. ‘‘Your sexual and
reproductive rights are human rights.
Know, Act, and Demand!’’. The Catholic
Church filed an appeal through which
it intended to stop the broadcasting of
four radio and television spots of this
educative campaign. The appeal was
rejected the campaign was considered
to not violate any rights and that it was
framed within the right to the freedom of
expression and dissemination of thought.

43

Incidence and advocacy.
Contribution in: the creation and
disclosure of the law 24-97 about
domestic violence, public policies
linked to all the system of prevention,
attention and sanctioning of domestic
violence and violence against women,
budget analysis in relation to sexual
and reproductive health, among others.

Norms of institutionalization.
The line-up of an institution with
norms, procedures, systems,
and planning and evaluation
processes became essential,
in correspondence to modern
requirements.

32

33

34

35

Gender equity. It is centered in
the conceptual part and practice of
the defense of women’s rights as
human rights.

Community Marketing.
It is created with nontraditional channels of
distribution.

Mobile United of Health
and Community Medical
Team. It is a management
model in community health
and an option to bring sexual
and reproductive health
services to the most vulnerable
population due to poverty.

44
Expansion of the network
of Profamilia clinics.
In 2013, the sixth health
center opened its doors, the
Profamilia Herrera clinic.

45

Technological platform.
The technological system is
constantly updated attending
to demands and necessities.

36

37

The promotion of social and
political changes. Including
legislatures that guarantee
the exercise of the sexual and
reproductive rights in Dominican
society.

Popular acceptance.
Profamilia has become an
integral part of the community
because of the acceptance of
both the clinical services and
the social and development
projects that it executes.

Strategic Alliances.
Alliances have always
been a way to strengthen
and give forcefulness to
actions and draw attention
to important issues for
social development.

46

47

Reduction of maternal
mortality. Also of unwanted
pregnancies in adolescents
and youth, as it is expressed in
the Millennium Development
Goals.

50 years later, what are we? A
not for profit apolitical organization,
dedicated to promote the respect for
human rights and reproductive rights
of the population.

48

49

Support from
international
organizations. Its
trajectory has made
Profamilia worthy of the trust
of international organizations
that provide their support
for the execution of social
projects.

50
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TESTIMONIAL

“IN PROFAMILIA I DISCOVERED
MY RIGHTS AS A WOMAN”

M

rs. Petronila Sosa, 68 years old, resides in the
community of Los Felix, in the town of Bajabónico
Arriba in Puerto Plata. She became a user and
promoter of the services of Profamilia when she
was 43 years old, 25 years ago. For her, it is a
source of joy to celebrate the 50 years of Profamilia. ‘‘It feels
like it was yesterday that I started coming to the clinic”, she
adds with a smile.
“I thank Profamilia for having learned about my rights as a
woman and for being aware of the importance of my sexual and
reproductive health. If I had known it before I would have waited
between pregnancies: I had six boys looking for a little girl”.
Petronila has an enviable energy; her hands tell the story
of a woman who knows hard work which contrasts with a
sweet smile that does not abandon her as she speaks. She
is a leader in her community and neighboring communities;
a respected catechist of the Catholic Church and member of
the Club of Homemakers.

14 PROFAMILIA

Twice a month she goes to the Profamilia clinic Rosa Cisneros
to accompany other women who, through Profamilia health
coupons, receive gynecological services, family planning,
mammograms, and breast cancer screenings. “I bring them
because these are really poor women, who sometimes do
not know how to get to the clinic because they live in other
communities, very far away”.
She also takes youth and adolescents for Sexually Transmitted
Infections (STI) testing and for family planning services. In
her trips to the clinic, Mrs. Petronila picks up the educational
material to be used in her sessions of communal orientation for
men, women, and adolescents.
She affirms that she promotes condoms and family planning
in all in all spheres she is involved in, “because it is the
only way to not contract an STI and to avoid an unplanned
pregnancy”.
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SERVING
EDUCATING
TRANSFORMING
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STRATEGIC
OBJECTIVE 1
Increase the access of the target population
to services, education and to quality products
of sexual and reproductive health with a
comprehensive vision, promoting the development
of sustainable models of service, based on
networks and primary care units.

This objective includes the
following projects:
•
•
•
•
•

18 PROFAMILIA

Clinical
Mobile Health Unit (UMS for its acronym
in Spanish)
Community Health Team (EMB for its
acronym in Spanish)
HIV prevention in bateys’ population
Marketing

PROFAMILIA ANNUAL MEMOIR 2015 19

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1

PROFAMILIA IN NUMBERS 2015

6

PROFAMILIA

CLINICS

(Rosa Cisneros and
Camboya in Santiago;
San Francisco de Macorís
and Sabana Perdida, Herrera
and Evangelina Rodríguez in
Santo Domingo).

162,095
People who used our
institutional services

548,187

944,377
Total of services
offered

Services for sexual health
and reproductive health services

396,190
Services in other
medical specialties

28,431

Young people who had access
to information and services
on sexual and reproductive health
20 PROFAMILIA

SPECIALIZED
CONSULTATIONS

Gynecology
Obstetrics
Infertility
Pediatrics
Urology

256,651
67,899
9,049
64,606
24,771

EMOTIONAL
SUPPORT
CONSULTING

7,278
COUNSELING

38,808

SERVICES OF SEXUAL HEALTH
AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH

Pap Smear
Sonograms
Mamograms
Pregnancy tests
STI/HIV Testings

33,252
80,000
6,731
8,640
37,187
PROFAMILIA ANNUAL MEMOIR 2015 21

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1

SERVICES TO VULNERABLE
POPULATIONS
Access of vulnerable populations, and below the
poverty line, to sexual and reproductive health
services.

21,170
Clinical services
and free
contraceptive
products given to.

7, 182

people living
underneath the
poverty line.
22 PROFAMILIA

SERVICES OF ATTENTION TO
PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/
AIDS
In the clinics Evangelina Rodríguez, in Santo Domingo and Rosa
Cisneros, in Santiago, were provided 1,367 services to 1,252 people
living with HIV; of these, 974 (76%) received retroviral treatment and
278 are given follow up.

Through the Mobile Health
Unit and the Medical
Community Team,

7, 810
people received

17,609

direct services of family
planning, gynecology, and STIs,
early detection of cervical and
breast cancer, obstetric care and
family medicine.

1, 367
SERVICES TO

1, 252

SERVICES
WERE PROVIDED TO

PEOPLE
LIVING
WITH HIV;
OF THESE,

{

974
278

(76%) RECEIVED
RETROVIRAL
TREATMENT
ARE GIVEN
FOLLOW UP

Satisfied users
A source of pride and satisfaction for the whole team of
Profamilia, are the results of a satisfaction survey applied in all
of its clinics: 96.4% of the female users interviewed affirmed
to be satisfied with the attention received; 97.1% declared
to have ‘‘a lot’’ of trust with the health provider who attended
them, and 99.3% affirmed to have had access to all the
services needed.
The survey was also applied to the users of the Mobile
Health Unit (UMS for its acronym in Spanish), and showed
the following results: 97% of the users stated to be satisfied
regarding their right to information and affirmed that their
doubts and worries were clarified; regarding to if they
received a previous explanation about their procedures
and whether they felt clinical empathy, a 97% of the users
responded with a “very much” and “enough”.

Quality in the services
• In 2015, Profamilia worked on the strengthening of the processes and
quality assessment with the definition, implementation, and monitoring of a
system of quality management indicators.
• Acquisition of a quality control program for the laboratories of the clinics
Profamilia Rosa Cisneros, Evangelina Rodríguez and Sabana Perdida.
• Dynamization of all the quality committees of the clinics and
strengthening of norms for its functioning based on an institutional quality
handbook.
• Update and  revision of the protocols and norms of attention in health
care and training with 22 health care providers:
•
•
•
•
•

Management of breast pathologies
Cervical pathologies
Integrated attention to HIV
Laboratory testing services for HIV/STI
Laundry – Storage of hospital clothing

PROFAMILIA ANNUAL MEMOIR 2015 23

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1

TRAININGS AND
SENSITIZATION
SESSIONS DONE IN OUR
CLINICAL PROGRAM
Execution of 20 training activities regarding sexual
and reproductive health, biosecurity, management of
medical equipment, with the participation of doctors,
nurses, counselors, bioanalysts, and other health
personnel of the different clinics.
Sensitizing sessions to 75 participants of administrative
and health areas of the institutional clinics regarding
the ‘‘Protocol and procedure for an Integral Attention to
teenage health’’
Two training/refresher workshops in counseling
techniques focused on sexual and reproductive rights
with 14 counselors and educators.

20
75
2
Training
activities

People joined
a sensitization
program

workshops
on counseling
techniques

INFORMATIVE, COMMUNICATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

625
intra-clinical and
community talks.

3

Health fairs sponsored
by youth projects.

Community Conference in Herrera about Violence against Women
and Domestic Violence with the Prosecutor of Province Santo
Domingo, judge Olga Dina.

90,000
More than

people were reached with messages on
sexual and reproductive rights and sexual
and reproductive health.

24 PROFAMILIA

2

sensitization
meetups on
volunteer
work with
40 volunteer
promoters from
communities
neighboring
the clinics
Evangelina
Rodriguez and
Sabana Perdida.

320

educative
interventions
on behalf of the
promoter and nurse
of the Project UMS,
achieving to reach
4,932 people.
Additionally, 250
home visits were also
conducted.

MARKETING PROGRAM

In contrast to sales in 2014, the Marketing
Program achieved an increase of a 33% in the
sale of emergency contraception and a 7% in
condoms in the past 2015.
THE SALE OF
EMERGENCY
CONTRACEPTION

33%

7%

33%

7%

Other important achievements of this management
were: the completion of 19 educational workshops
and workshops promoting contraceptive
methods, in health fairs held in free zones,
universities, and health centers. These activities
achieved around four thousand users of both sexes.
Two training sessions on insertion and removal of
Implanon to 90 doctors from private health centers
from the South area and Santo Domingo were held in
coordination with MSD Laboratory.
We highlight four workshops on Contraceptive
Technology to 60 doctors and residents of public
hospitals.

IN SALE OF
CONDOMS

SALE OF
CONTRACEPTIVES

ORAL

CONDOMS

913,481 599,938
EMERGENCY

80,560
IUD’S

INJECTABLES

54,728

6,030

IMPLANTS

326
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STRATEGIC
OBJECTIVE 2
Increase the access of the population
from 10 to 24 years old to information
and education in sexual rights and
reproductive rights, emphasizing the
prevention of unwanted pregnancies,
STIs/HIV/AIDS, gender-based violence
and the promotion and defense of rights.

This objective includes the
following projects:
•
•

Opciones/IPPF
Alerta Joven/Entrena-USAID
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2

ONE OF THE PILLARS OF PROFAMILIA IS ITS WORK WITH ADOLESCENTS AND YOUTH
TO SUPPORT THEM IN THEIR ACCESS TO SERVICES AND INFORMATION ON SEXUAL
HEALTH AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH. CURRENTLY, THE INSTITUTION EXECUTES THREE
PROJECTS AIMED AT YOUTH.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THESE
PROJECTS IN 2015:
28 PROFAMILIA

17,000
Alerta Joven completed
17,000 youth reached,
this amount surpasses
the goal previously
established (12,014),
with15 more months
until its conclusion.

2,076

Adolescents and youth
participated in life skills
workshops.

28,431
Adolescents and youth
were reached with actions
of information, education
and communication.
398 volunteer multipliers
participated on these
activities.
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2

72
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Adolescents, young leaders
and promoters received
training in topics of sexual
health and reproductive
health through three
reinforcement sessions.

DESIGN AND KICKOFF A
SENSITIZATION AND TRAINING PLAN
Based on the institutional curriculum of
gender and rights for 35 multipliers.

16

Young leaders from Santo Domingo
(National District and province)
attended to a workshop on training
and planning on auditing in order to
conduct a gathering of information in
Units of Attention to Integrated Health
of adolescents.

5

Juvenile Health fairs, with the
participation of public and private
institutions linked to youth and to
health services targeted to this
population.
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2

FOR THE LAST STAGE OF THE PROJECT ALERTA JOVEN
Profamilia integrated a skilled technical component to develop skills for work that facilitates
both the access to employment and business initiative. It also includes a component of
prevention of violence, though the methodology “Conviviendo con mis vecinos” which
integrates, among others, music and painting.

PROFAMILIA AND SOCIAL
NETWORKS
They are the Generation Y, the Millennial
Generation. They are the youths born in
the decades of the 80’s and 90’s. The
ones that cannot fathom how was life
without internet or without a smartphone;
they are the ones whose lives pass by
between Google, Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, Snapchat, among other apps.
Aware of the importance of social
media for them, Profamilia held a series
of encounters with youth of different
projects to analyze social networks as
powerful communication tools. This
power turns them into a great opportunity
to inform youths with timely messages
on sexual health and reproductive
health, and on their sexual rights and
reproductive rights.
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83 TEACHERS, 70 PARENTS AND 294 COMMUNITY LEADERS
Were sensitized in topics regarding sexual health, reproductive health, and sexual and
reproductive rights of youth and adolescents, in communities of San Francisco de Macorís, the
National District, and Santo Domingo Norte.
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STRATEGIC
OBJECTIVE 3
Promote the respect of sexual rights and
reproductive rights in adults residing in
Dominican Republic, especially women’s
rights.

This objective includes the
following projects:
• Voces para el Avance de los Derechos
de las Mujeres (finished)
• Derechos Sexuales y Derechos
Reproductivos de las Mujeres

34 PROFAMILIA
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 3

HIGHLIGHTS IN ADVOCACY
ACTIONS

1
3

Alliances with a group of organizations (clustered
under the name of PolétikaRD) which had the
task of monitoring and pressing so the electoral
speeches of the last presidential campaign had a
greater commitment with human rights, including
sexual and reproductive rights.

Alliances with a group of organizations (clustered
under the name of PolétikaRD) which had the
task of monitoring and pressing so the electoral
speeches of the last presidential campaign had a
greater commitment with human rights, including
sexual and reproductive rights.
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2
4

Execution of four formative sessions with
the specialized committees in the House of
Representatives on topics regarding sexual health
and reproductive health.

Participation and support in the organization of
the Coalition for the Rights and Life of Women,
and in the elaboration and timely deposit in the
Constitutional Court of more than 70 Amicus
developed by different NGOs and experts, as well
as more than 500 Amicus of individual citizens.

OTHER ACTIONS
RELATED TO THIS
OBJECTIVE
• Support in the
elaboration of the
National Strategy
of prevention of
the link between
violence against
women, childhood
and HIV (through
the Management
Committee).
• Collaboration with
the National Office
of Statistics in the
elaboration of a
National Reporting
System for domestic
violence and violence
against women.

• Public release of the
report: “Pregnancy
in Adolescents in the
Dominican Republic:
Trends Observed from
the ENDESAS made in
Dominican Republic
(1986-2013).
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STRATEGIC
OBJECTIVE 4
Encourage the collective construction
of knowledge from the lessons learned
in 43 years of successful career and
socio-demographic and biomedical
research, to continue strengthening
institutional leadership in sexual health
and reproductive health in Dominican
Republic and Latin America.

This objective includes the
following projects:
• Biomedica
• Opciones
• UMS
• Clínicas
• Género y derechos

38 PROFAMILIA
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 4

In 2015, the Biomedical Research program, directed by Vivian Brache, collaborated in various
researches concluded that same year. They also, participated in several scientific international
events.

COMPLETED RESEARCHES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS
• Study Phase I to evaluate the security, pharmacokinetics,
pharmacodynamics and acceptability of Intravaginal
Rings which release Tenofovir and Levonorgestrel or only
Tenofovir. Sponsoring agency: CONRAD, Virginia, USA.

• Study Phase I of Evaluation of Postcoital test after the
use of SILCS diaphragm in combination of a Nonoxynol-9
gel 2 volume, or ContraGel or without gel. Sponsoring
agency: CONRAD, Virginia, USA.

PUBLISHING OF STUDIES ON CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD AND
PARTICIPATION IN EVENTS AND SCIENTIFIC MAGAZINES
• Participation in the meeting of the consultant scientific
committee for the development of a long term injectable.
FHI360, March 2015, Washington, DC.

• Participation in the meeting of the expert panel in the
security of the vaginal and rectal mucous membrane.
CONRAD, September 29-30, 2015, Washington, DC.

• Development and presentation of data in the meeting of
the International Committee for Contraception Research, in
April 2015, in NY.

• Scientific papers presented in the XXIV meeting of
the Latin American Association for Research in Human
Reproduction.
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• Organization of
a conference in
the Sexual and
Reproductive
Health Fair at UASD
titled: Mechanism
of Action for
Emergency
Contraception,
coordinated by the
Vice Ministry of
Collective Health
and UASD.

STUDIES, EVALUATIONS, AND SYSTEMATIZATIONS MADE
BY THE MANAGEMENT OF GÉNERO Y DERECHOS

• Completion Qualitative and Quantitative Study on Abortion
in Dominican Republic, and its public release, along with the
presentations and discussions of it with institutional staff and
Board of Directors.

• Revision and enrichment of the report on the study of sexual
education in de Dominican Republic along with the CEG/
INTEC.

Project Opciones
• Final evaluation of the project Opciones to identify, analyze and evaluate changes in the current context of the
country, the experience of Profamilia in the implementation of the project and impact in the young people who
received the benefits along with improvements in Profamilia’s institutional ability to provide services and timely
information to young people, and also to sustain the work model of the project.
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STRATEGIC
OBJECTIVE 5
Strengthen the institutional ability to
increase its financial sustainability,
promote the synergy of human talent
and rely on policies and procedures that
improve the efficiency and opportuneness
in the decision making, promote the
simplifying of the processes and
potentiate the Information Technology.

This objective includes
the projects of the General
Management
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 5

NEW INSTITUTIONAL 			
STRATEGIC PLAN
During 2015 the General Management worked in the
formulation of the new Institutional Strategic Plan Profamilia
2016-2022, posteriorly approved by the Executive Board.
The construction process of this new tool through
which Profamilia will guide its actions for the next six
years, included the systematization and evaluation of
the achievements of the Strategic Plan 2009-2015; a
SWOT analysis, external consultations with donors,
other Non-Governmental Organizations, governmental
institutions, community leaders, users of our services
and youth; also, several sessions of strategic thinking
with managers and project directors.
The Executive Board discussed and approved said plan
in November of 2015. At the same time, the making of the
Plan of Implementation 2016-2016 was started. Including
expected results and strategic actions for each objective.
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PARTICIPATION IN NETWORKS,
AGREEMENTS, AND ACTIVITIES OF/
WITH NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS
• Members of the Executive Board and the Executive
Management in a workshop organized by the International
Federation of Family Planning (IPPF)/México to work on the
strategic plans of the member associations.
• Participation on the United Nations General Assembly
Special Session (UNGASS), as part of the official delegation of
the meeting regarding Cairo + 20.
• Participation of Profamilia in contraceptive security
committees, (DAIA for its acronym in Spanish) to increase the
national budget for the purchase of contraceptive supplies and
availability in amicable services for adolescents.
• Support to five fairs on promotion and education of sexual
health and reproductive health, sponsored by Universidad
Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD) in its several facilities.

Dr. Leonel Briozzo, ex-vice minister of health of Uruguay visited the Dominican Republic invited by
Profamilia. During his stay, he delivered two conferences on the reduction of maternal death.

THROUGH SEVERAL MANAGEMENTS,
THE INSTITUTION ACHIEVED:
•The development of a training plan for the staff, oriented
to promote, secure and offer a training planned and
designed under quality criteria, tied and committed with
the continuous improvement of the human resource for the
delivery of services and products to users with the highest
quality and giving a boost to the sexual and reproductive
rights of the population.
• Initiation of a Labor Audit with the purpose of evidencing
the fulfillment of the requirements of the Labor Code and
strengthen the abilities of the institution.
• Advancements in the development of the institutional Risk
Management Plan with the creation of the quality committee
in all of the clinics, its qualification on behalf of the Public
Health Ministry and the strengthening of Equipment
Maintenance programs.
• Signposting of evacuation routes in clinics and central
office, advance in the creation of healthcare pathways
and creation of a first aid committee and the Emergency
Brigade.

Development and implementation
of Safety and Health Labor programs
• Design and approval of a policy on Safety and Health Labor.
• Design of emergency blueprints in the central office, and
in the clinics Sabana Perdida, Herrera and Evangelina
Rodriguez.
• Development of an Institutional Emergency Plan.
• Noise measurement on the fourth floor of the central
building.
• Line-up of the Committee of Security and Health in the work
space of some clinics.
• Coordination and evaluation drill in the central office.
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2014 - 2016
LIC. FRANCISCO ÁLVAREZ
Presidente
LICDA. MELBA BARNETT
Vice President

DRA. ANA NAVARRO
Deputy Vicepresident

LIC. DARIO ROSARIO ADAMES
Treasurer

LICDA. IVELISSE ROSARIO
Deputy Treasurer

LICDA. ERIKA SUERO
Secretary

LICDA. MILLIZEN URIBE
Deputy Secretary

LICDA. ELISA GONZALEZ
Board Member

DRA. IVELISSE ACOSTA
Board Member

DR. MIGUEL ANDRES MUÑOZ
Board Member

LICDA. JOCELYN CAMINERO
Deputy Board Member

LICDA. INDIANA CASTILLO
Youth Representative

SRTA. YULEISY VALENZUELA
Deputy Youth Representative
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DONOR AGENCIES IN 2015
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
British Embassy
Embassy of Canada
Conrad
International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF)
Dermatologic Institute of Skin Surgery (ICDP for its acronym in Spanish)
Population Council
Dominican Government
World Health Organization
Family Health International (FHI)
Merk
MAC-AIDS
European Union (EU)
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CLÍNICAS PROFAMILIA
Clínica Profamilia Rosa Cisneros
Calle Restauración No. 161, Santiago,
Tel.: 809-582-7033.
e-mail: clinica.stgo@profamilia.org.do clinica.rosacisneros@profamilia.org.do
Clínica Profamilia Evangelina Rodríguez
Av. Nicolás de Ovando, esq. calle 16 Norte, Santo Domingo
Tel.: 809-684-3389.
e-mail: clinica.Evangelinarodriguez@profamilia.org.do clevarod@codetel.net.do
Clínica Profamilia Sabana Perdida
Av. Charles de Gaulle No. 46, Los Palmares, Sabana Perdida, Santo Domingo Norte,
Tels.: 809-239-4523, 809-239-4525.
e-mail: clinica.sabanaperdida@profamilia.org.do sabana_profamilia@yahoo.es
Clínica Profamilia San Francisco de Macorís
Calle Pedro Francisco Bonó, No. 39 Esq. Padre Billini, San Francisco de Macorís
Tel.: 809-588-2376, 809-244-5766.
e-mail: clinica.sanfrancisco@profamilia.org.do
Clínica Profamilia Camboya
Av. Primera No. 34, esq. Calle 1, Ensanche Gregorio Luperón, Camboya. Santiago, Tel.: 809-575-4437.
e-mail: clinica.camboya@profamilia.org.do
Clínica Profamilia Herrera
Av. 27 de Febrero esquina Isabel Aguiar, 2do nivel Plaza Herrera, Santo Domingo Oeste,
Tel.: 809-531-6161.
e-mail: clinica.Herrera@profamilia.org.do

¡Por una vida sana!
Calle Socorro Sánchez #160, Gazcue, Apartado Postal 1053, República Dominicana, Distrito Nacional.
Tel.: 809- 689-0141 Fax: 809- 686-8276.
e-mail: info@profamilia.org.do www.profamilia.org.do

facebook.com/profamilard
@profamiliard
www.youtube.com/profamiliard

